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1998-99 FACULTY SENATE ACTIONS
Meeting #2, September 1, 1998
5.A.2.9.98.1
Adopted the agenda as presented.
5.A.2.9.98.2
Adopted the summarized minutes for August 18, 1998 as distributed.
5.A.2.9.98.3
Approved the summer session 1998 degree candidates listing.
5.A.2.9.98.4
Endorsed a proposal for branch status from UNM-Taos Education Center.
5.A.2.9.98.5
Approved a motion to deny request (from the Senate Graduate Committee for a waiver
of term limit rule) for a waiver but to give permission to the Chair of the Graduate
Committee to ask Ken Frandsen to serve as a consultant for a two-year, non-renewable
term.
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Th,e Univer~il~ Of
F ·a cu,fty Senate Actions

New Mexiico
& Meetin,g Notes

September 1, 1998
NEXT MEETING: October 6, 1998, 3:30 p.m., Kiva

The Facu lty Senate meeting was ca ll ed to order at 3:35 p.m. , September 1, 1998, in the Kiva. President
Jonath an Porter presided.

1. Approval of Agenda (Action: Adopted)
2. Approval of Summarized Minutes for August 18, 1998 (Action: Adopted)
3. President's Report
Interim President William C. Gordon reported on some of the areas he will focus on this year:
• internal environment on campus and faculty and staff development issues;
• campus communications;
• quality of undergraduate education ;
• UNM 's responsibility to have a greater impact on the community and the State of New Mexico;
• legislative priorities , which will again include faculty and staff compensation , and full-formula funding
as the highest priorities.
4. Provost's Report
Interim Provost F. Chris Garcia reported on the following :
• UNM's academic future looks good as it continues to recruit highly qualified faculty;
• UNM's team effort to present a unified , communicative , and a representative message to external
constituents is another good sign for the University;
• mandated administrative reviews of deans and departmental chairs will be fully implemented this
year;
• Vivian Valencia will be returning to the position of University Secretary starting September 9;
• student enrollments are up, with an overall increase of 1.06 percent in student credit hours.
5. Senate President's Report
Senate President Jonathan Porter made the following announcements:
• The deadline for returning the questionnaires from the Governmental Relations Committee that ask
the faculty their opinions on regent selection , faculty regents, and faculty unionization is September
11 .
• The Senate Operations Committee has forwarded a proposal to Regents Willard and Brazil for the
equitable selection of faculty representatives to the presidential search committee.
• Questions have arisen regarding proposed changes at the School of Medicine involving a faculty
compensation plan . This may be discussed by the Faculty Senate at a future meeting .
• The final draft of the University-Sponsored Conferences Policy has been approved for adoption .
6. Approval of Summer Session 1998 Degree Candidates (Action: Approved)
7. Proposal for Branch Status from UNM-Taos Education Center (Action: Endorsed)
Senators unanimously endorsed a proposal that seeks branch status for the Taos Education Center,
presented by Augustine Martinez, Executive Campus Director. The proposal will now go to the
administration , Cabinet, Board of Regents, Commission on Higher Education , State Legislature, and
the Governor for further support and endorsements.
8. Graduate Committee's Request for Waiver of Term Limit Rule (Action: Denied)
The Senate Graduate Committee requested a waiver of the tern limit rule to allow Professor Ken
Frandsen to serve another term on the SGC. After discussion , the Senate by a majority show of hands
vote approved a motion to deny the request for a waiver, but to give permission to the Chair of
the Senate Graduate Committee to ask Ken Frandsen to serve as a consultant for a two-year, nonrenewable term .
CONTINUE ON THE REVERSE
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9.

Possible Constitutional Amendments Regarding Faculty Representation on the Senate and
Senate President Elections - Committee on Governance
Due to meeting time constraints, a discussion regarding possible constitutional amendments to directly
elect the Senate President by mail ballot and to change the representational formula of the faculty on
the Senate was not held at this time. This item will discussed at length at the next Senate meeting.
Professor Gilbert Merkx, former chair of the Committee on Governance, explained the rationale for the
possible amendments to the Faculty Constitution, and asked Senators to inform their faculty
constituents that these changes are being considered and will be discussed with them. The
amendments are being considered due to the problems involving faculty participation in governance.
10: Open Discussion and New Business
There was no new business to come before the Senate at this time.
11. Adjournment (The meeting adjourned at 5:17 p.m.)
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